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Trustees' Annual Report for the period 2015-16 

 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

1 March 2015r 29 Feby/ 2016 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Welsh Club Preston 

 

Other names charity is known by Clwb Cymraeg Preston, Clwb Cymreig Preston, Clwb Siarad 

 

Registered charity number (if any)    
 

Charity's principal address  
 
Monthly meetings in Lending Library at Harrris Museum and 
Art Gallery, Market street, Preston PR1 2PP 

e-mail address: clwbsiarad@gmail.com 

website:www.welshclubpreston.org 

mobile phone: 0759409803 

Secretary's postal address:                                                           
271 Shelley Road, Ashton on Ribble, Preston PR2 2EH 

  
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Anne Spooner Chair   

2 Brian Spooner    

3 Brian Gregory    

4 Darren Jolley    

5 Eve Calderbank    

6 Jenny Radford    

7 Lydia Pattinson    

8 Margaret Wilson Treasurer   

9 Mary Roberts Secretary   

10 Pat Turner    

 
u#--                                    

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 
Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

NONE  

 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

NONE   

 

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

NONE 
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 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Constitution adopted 06/11/2014 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

association: classed as "small charity" by Charity Commission: 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

The Trustees ("The Committee") are members of the association who are 
appointed or reappointed annually at the Annual General Meeting through 
their election by their fellow members 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

 policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

 the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

 relationship with any related 
parties; 

 trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

Promoting knowledge of the history and culture of Wales among the 
people of Preston, Lancashire, and its surrounding districts, in particular, 
but not exclusively, by providing Welsh language lessons and Wales-
related cultural and social events. 
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Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

 
The Trustees have had specific regard to the Charity Commission's 
guidance on charitable purposes and public benefit in determining the 
Club's programme .  They have continued the free language lessons for 
new learners at their monthly meetings in the Harris Library and also 
arranged a programme of occasional cultural and social events at 
evenings and weekends to widen their public reach.  They consider that 
these learning and cultural activities increase the participants' self-
esteem and facilitate inter-cultural communication and understanding. 
 
All the Club's activities are open to anyone who wishes to attend and as 
far as possible they are free of charge. 
 
The Club also runs a website (www.welshclubpreston.org) with language 
learning and cultural links and notes. 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

 policy on grantmaking; 

 policy programme related 
investment;  

 contribution made by  
volunteers.  

We have been extremely fortunate to have the support of Lancashire 
Libraries at the Harris Museum and Art Gallery.  They not only provide us 
with a meeting space free of charge but also display our posters in the 
library and on their website. 
 
We are also fortunate that the fluent Welsh speakers among our 
members so willingly pair with our learners in our monthly language 
sessions. 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

We continued meeting from 10-12 on the first Thursday in the month with 
the exception of August (National Eisteddfod week), devoting the first 
hour or more to language learning exercises. We use the Welsh 
Government promoted CBAC Cwrs Mynediad for adults.  As further 
support for our learners we held a revision morning after the August 2015 
break and by February 2016 we had 13 learners regularly attending our 
monthly sessions.   
Groups of us also went to Bangor University's language schools at 
Easter in Conwy, in July in Llaneurgain and in February in Wrecsam.   
 
Our cultural side also continued.  In March 2015 our fluent speakers took 
part in National Poetry Day at the Harris, introducing our audience to a 
variety of twentieth century lyric verse in Welsh (the poets in our 
audience were fascinated by the language generated differences in 
cadence between the two languages).   
2015 was the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Welsh colony in 
Patagonia and members of the Club went down to Liverpool for the 
Cymro-Argentinian celebrations of the sailing of the Mimosa..  Inevitably, 
Mark Evans' film Patagonia was our choice for our Free Film Night at The 
Continental in September.  Filmed there and in Wales it wove together 
the past and present of both countries. 
 
We feel that social events are an essential part of our activities, not least 
because they offer our members and friends with workday commitments  
the opportunity of getting together.  They also offer a further opportunity 
to make our existence and activities known.  
We held our 2015 St David's Day lunch at Pizza Express and, rejoiced in 
the whole page coverage the Lancashire Evening Post gave our meal, 
not just with lots of daffodils and our chair in Welsh dress, but featuring 
our friendliness and willingness to welcome anyone who also loves 
Wales.   
Just as enjoyable, were our get-togethers in September at O'Neill's to 
watch the crucial Rugby World Cup match between Wales and England 
and our Christmas Lunch at the Olive Press.  
 
Unhappily, mortality, infirmity and changing work patterns have meant 
that we lost some members during the year - in particular, Geraint Lewis, 
our most senior founding member, who had also been a founding 
member in the last century of Preston's former Clwb Clebran - a loss to 
Cwmgwili and Hoole - and Anne Gifford, whose bubbling enthusiasm as 
a learner - particularly embracing new apps - spurred us all on. 
 
However, we have also, fortunately, gained new members during the 
year.  At February 2016 we had 28 paid-up members.and our monthly 
meeting attendance remains stable. 
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Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

Insufficient accumulated funds for investment, though sufficient now in 
bank account to cover potential losses (venue hire, printing) from 2016-7 
planned events. 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

No deficits 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

 the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

 how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

 investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

Our principal income is from the annual £10 membership subscription.  

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)  
 

Full name(s)  
 

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

  

 

Date  
 

 

 


